


Objectives "

YOU FOR YOUTH

 Understand the facilitator’s role in project-
based learning.
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* Explore techniques for facilitating youth
voice.

* |dentify steps for incorporating youth voice
in project-based learning.



Why Youth Voice? .

What do children and youth learn when

* Their input is taken seriously. ?

* They make decisions. N
* They contribute to planning.

* They have real responsibilities for implementation.
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implementation.

21st Century Skills
in Action

Critical thinking
Leadership
Self-direction
Creativity
Problem-solving
Accountability
Communication

Teamwork




When and Where to Facilitate Youth Input

You for Youth | Project-Based Learning
Project-Based Learning Project Planner

Driving Question

You for Youth | Project-Based Learning

Project-Based Learning Project Planner

What Project Tools Will You Use?

Project Description

Based on youth interests?

Based on youth input?

Appropriate for the amount of ime?
Open ended, engaging?

Objectives for Learning and Development
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Reinforre, practice or expand on what
vouth already know or are able to do?
Cearly specify outcomes?

Tiete demonstrations and documentation
of learming?

Connect with targeted skills or knowledge
needed for suecess in school?

Map the Project

What do students need to know and be able to do to complete the tasks successfully? How and when will they
learn the necessary knowledge and skills? Choose one major preduct for the project and analyze the tasks

mecessary to produce a high-gquality outcome.

Product:

Enowledge & Skills Needed

Have Already
Learned

TaughtBefore |TaughtDuring
the Project the Project

NEEEEERE

o Know/need to kmow lists =
o Daily goal sheet =
O Journals =
o Portfolios o
o Task lists o
o Problem logs al
Materials Needed Planning Check
Are materials needed to
O Guide vouth in making a project plan?
O Carry out the project work?
O Help vouth document learning?
O Help youth set learning ohjectves?
O Establish agreements with or among youth,
parmers, volunteers?
[mplementaﬁgu O Conduct a Llel:I'lLi.‘l:ﬂﬁ'Dg event?
Project activities, who is involved O Reflect; review?
Start date: End:
Start date: End;
Start dote: End:
Start dote: End:
Review
Date Review purpose Reviewers
Planming Check

Are the reviews



Capturing Youth Voice "

e Use student inventories or
surveys.

* Hold targeted focus groups.

* Employ structured
brainstorming activities.




Youth Voice Through Discussion

* Leading vs. facilitating
* Challenges
* Good facilitation

* Discussion guidelines



Discussion Challenges "

e Expect challenges.
* Prepare with techniques.
* Practice and discuss with peers.

* Equip youth with techniques.




J Youth Input Takes Practice

You for Youth | Project-Based Learning 1
Project Planning Review Checklist

Instructions: Before beginning a project with youth, program staff should review the written
project plan with the items on the Pre-project Checklist (below). Revise and improve any items in
the project plan identified in the "needs work” category.

After a projectis complete, meet with staffto debrief. Review the Post-project Checklist (below)

and determine which items are strong, OK or need work. Flag the items in the needs work ® ®
category to improve during the next project. a t O e S I t O O I e
[ ]

Pre-Project Checklist Strong | OK | Needs Work
Engaging

Attuned to youth interests, input

Feasible (ie. fit youth and staff skills, timeline, resources)
Age appropriate

s — Try it with your ideas...

Objectives linked to learning for success in school
Demonstration of learning established

Review times scheduled

Culminating event process planned

Post-Project Checklist

Demonstration of learning showed youth skills, knowledge,
and/or development

All students participated in culminating event(s)
Demonstrations showed achievement of objectives
Culminating event well planned and carried out
Review and reflection conducted

Documentation of learning shared

Parents, partners, volunteers surveyed for satisfaction
Youth surveyed for satisfaction, outcomes

Project plan, implementation, results reviewed by staff
Revisions made

Learning documented as necessary




N
I Next Steps

* How have you incorporated youth input into projects?
* What techniques do you want to try?

* What do you need for support and to follow up?
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